


The world has lost some of its light 
today. Goodbye Robert Todd, my friend for 
15+ years; one of the loveliest people 
you could ever hope to meet; someone who 
brought the beauty of the world to us 
through his camera lens, but also shined 
a light on its dark corners.
- Patrick Friel 



mostly, I remember 
someone who took 

the time to 
actually  
see me.

- Laurie Feldman 



I loved his sense of playfulness, 
exploration, chasing light. A 
former student of his put it 
well: “Rob Todd taught me the 

one thing that was crucial about 
filmmaking - discovery. Not story, 
not character, not theme, all of 
which can be callously recycled or 
poorly executed. No! It’s discovery. 
Everything that is exciting, that 
moves the blood around your body, 
that makes you shiver, that opens 
your eyes wider, that connects your 
soul, is tied to the process of 

discovery. Of having your eyes open 
and your camera ready." 
- Shannon Lee Carroll



Robert Todd has been a guiding force in my life 
for the past 20 years. It’s just too crazy for 
me to even think about how much of an effect 
he has had on the trajectory of my life, both 

professionally and personally.
- Chrissy Hunt



Rob never imposed his will on 
others, which made him a really 
wonderful mentor. He inspired me 
along with many others to create 
authentically. What you couldn’t 
take away for inspiration from 
his instruction, you could 
gather from his films. They 
were intuitive, unique, and as 
mysterious as Rob, taking you 
on a journey of natural beauty 
and deeper hidden messages that 
were fascinating but difficult to 
figure out.
- Jasmine Clark



He always seemed truly interested 
in what you were up to, and ready 
to relay something cool he had just 
learned, whether about film or about 
life. After running into Rob, I 
somehow always felt better.
He was really a bright, multifaceted 
source of light and inspiration for 
so many in so many ways, that this 
sudden, freakish darkness remains 
difficult to grasp.
- Brittany Gravely



I had never even spoken to Rob before, but one day 
he came into my office and stared at me in silence 
for like 30 seconds (an achingly long time when 
you feel awkward). He then proceeded to draw a very 
large, detailed USS Enterprise on the white board I 
had hanging in my office... After he finished, he 
said “there you go” and left. I immediately knew 
I had a friend in him, and it endeared me to him 
forever.
- Colleen Poplin



“What about the death of my father? In order 
to come back to life, I must find a way past 
consolation. To do this, I assert that I am no 
more than a vessel containing and dispersing 

light and shadow.”





I think this is how I’m wired—I 
seek out elemental buds in the 
viewfinder and blow lightly on 
them in the hopes of fanning 
their nascent warmth into 
mesmerizing flames/frames as a 
way of creating dialogue in a 
rapturous state, as if meaning 
can be more apparent (or 
underscored more emphatically) 
in this place of heightened 
awareness and attention. It 
insists that the ecstatic state 
is always here, within the 
minute folds of the everyday, I 
just need to adjust my vision 
to let the contours of that 
arena become apparent.





He treated 
everyone 
as a peer, 

regardless of 
how experienced 
they were, and 
welcomed their 
thoughts and 
reflections 
with absolute 
earnestness.
- Stefan 
Grabowski



“Ok - there is no end to filmmaking, no 
final resting point, only a transfer of 
cycles building toward ecstatic states 
that herald the formation of new cycles 
as their echos tinglingly fade (what the 

hell?) across the great expanse.”
- Adra Raine remembers Rob



Rob was special.  On August 
2, I showed him how to get 
to the green rooftop of 

Kendal Marriot Hotel (have 
you been there?). He was so 
pleased and over-joyed to 
discover a new hideout, and 
also the complicated way of 
getting to it. He loved the 
design there and the plants 
that are normally grown in 
the meadows, but here they 
are, on the roof of a busy 

subway stop!
- Wen-hao Tien



He stepped softly but 
made an immeasurable 

impression.
- Kelsey Velez



Thank you for making paintings of blimps and 
zeppelins in disrepair. I still remember those 
strange, unique and mysterious canvases...
Thank you for lending me your painting skills 
without hesitation for art installations three 
states away from Beantown.
Thank you for eagerly agreeing to collaborate with 
me on our first short, after being out of touch for 
over 10 years. During that time, I was reinvigorated 
to make art and to be the creative crazy person that 
I was meant to be...
Thank you for always being there to brainstorm, and 
offer sincere constructive criticism.
Thank you for your friendship, openness, warmth and 
encouragement. 
Thank you for being you.
I love you and I miss you.
- Michael Dwyer



How do you 
encompass the 
life of a 

brilliant artist, 
an inquisitive 
spirit, and a 

friend?



Obsessively shooting and 
making films, Rob lost the 
need to use a light meter, 
and eventually, a splicer. 
I was surprised he still 
required a camera.









"Is the movie theater part of nature? If 
theater is part of human nature, yes. 

If the action of light on our perceptive 
minds can let emotions run like wind 
across the grass, yes. If we hold each 
other’s hands and stroke each other’s 
backs in the cinema like baboons on the 
plains, yes. If we can plant something 

there that takes hold, grows, and 
reproduces, yes. If love is possible 

there (as I suggest in the creative act of 
representation), yes." 

-- Robert Todd in an interview with Mike Hoolboom



So hard to find words 
for the loss of gentle 
brilliant sensitive kind 
Robert Todd. I think he 
would like this image of 
today's sky--it could be 
looking up at the sky or 
maybe it could be what 
you see inside the sky. 
Maybe it's what things 
look like where he is 
now. I'm holding onto the 
deep peace and love that 
his spirit is resting in 
today.
-Jane Marsching



After watching the entire 
feature-length cut he 
turned to me.
I took a deep breath, 
bracing myself.
But he just smiled, nodded, 
looked me in the eye and 
shook my hand.
-Daniel Callahan





It always seemed to me that, for Rob, 
art wasn’t necessarily about proving 

something, or challenging the audience to 
“get it”. It was just self-expression and 
about people sharing a perspective, and he 
was more than happy to always talk with 
people easily about what it meant to him, 

and see and understand their ideas.
- Ballard Boyd



We never think such 
a person could turn 
off the house for 

their own astounding 
light.

- Sarah Abbott



Porterò sempre con 
me i suoi sorrisi 

gentili, la sua grazia 
e cortesia, conosciuti 
nei giorni passati 
insieme qui a Pesaro 
... e poi in seguito 
nei messaggi e nelle 
conversazioni in rete.

- Mauro Santini





Rob was always very serious in his work, but 
he was also very silly. He was completely 
unpretentious – he would let his wacky 
sense of humor carry over into his films 
whenever he felt like it. He put just as 
much care into creating a three-hour long 
supercut of Star Wars as he did into his 
often transcendently beautiful film works. 

One didn’t need to know Rob long to be deeply 
touched by his spirit, but that love only 

grew over time.
- Stefan Grabowski



Rob was our advisor on the film and 
I’m not exaggerating when I say we 

couldn’t have made the film without his 
guidance, support and so much more - 
he even ended up sound mixing the film 
for us so we could make the screening 
in time. He very often went way over 
and beyond what was expected of him as 
a professor to help me and countless 
other students. I know I’m not alone 

when I say that I admired and respected 
him very much.
- Mikyung Kim



I looked to you as a model for How to Teach, 
felt buoyed by your remarkable friendship and 
generosity during those years that I was your 
colleague at Emerson; ever since seeing that 
suite of films in 2002, I've been envious (and 
in total awe) of your prodigious output, of 

your total mastery of image and sound, of your 
presence as an artist and teacher and Boston 
hold-out and brilliant human in this world; 
and I have always been and will forever be 

honored to share a screen with you in cinemas 
all across the globe.

- Ben Russell



He was a channel. His ability to See, his capacity 
to go to the places of pure feeling and not turn 
away, to not dissemble, were exquisite, brave 
beyond brave, and driven by his own personal 
need and by his unwavering love for everyone and 
everything that crossed his path.
We have been blessed to have played, labored, 
laughed and loved so closely with Rob, some of us 
for many many years, some of us for only weeks or 
months. The amount of time makes no difference. All 
of it was a radical gift the likes of which are 
rare. We were graced by the fire.
- Sarah Bliss



We showed him some photograph prints 
of my husbands from eastern Europe and 
he really liked one, so we gave it to 
him... I remember Rob’s response when 
looking – “it’s such a happy cloud, I 

just like it, it's so happy.”
... You just remember him, and he makes 
an impact, because he was so present 
and there for you, whoever you were, 
wherever you came from and where ever 

you were right there.
- Kristin Culverwell



He was brilliant and 
kind and always made 
me feel welcome at 
Emerson College. Rob 
was a wildly creative 
filmmaker, generous 
musician and he was 
loved by so many.
- John Krivit



He was a lovely 
and generous man. 
If only he could 
have given the 
compassion to 
himself that he 
gave to others.
- Lisa Reindorf



I met Rob at many film 
festivals over the years 
and he was one of the 
first people to make 
me feel welcome and 

comfortable when I was new 
on the festival scene. It 
was always very special to 
see him across continents. 
Through his presence I 
felt the family of the 
filmmaking community.

- Jana deBus 



It was delightful to talk, to 
walk, and to hang out with 

him.  He was sympathetic, kind, 
humorous, and thoughtful.  Our 
world will be poorer not to have 
him in it, but at least we will 
have his lovely and observant 

films.  He helped us all [learn] 
how to look and how to see.

- Adam hyman  



I remember the year he came to visit. 
I laughed so hard when we stood in 
front of the castle and he kept 

shouting that it couldn't be real - it 
was too beautiful! He shot some images 

in the park and we screened that 
little film the following year. I've 
always been deeply inspired by his 
work, his sensitivity to the outside 
world and his ability to capture it in 

a way that was truly just his.
- Kim Knowles



The impact of 
Robert on me as a 
filmmaker is too 
great to describe 
... I know I’m not 
alone in feeling 
his influence. 

And I wish he was 
still around. 
RIP, Director 
of Goodness And 

Beauty.
- Robert Wilson



I really hope I'm making the 
difference in my students' self-
perception that Rob made in me.
The funniest thing about Rob, 

something I felt a lot as his TA 
and I was mailing his movies to 

film festivals all over the world, 
is that people knew they wanted 
to covet his productivity and 

success. We couldn't, though: he 
appealed directly to our better 

angels.
- Brandon Sichling



I am 
walking 

for Robert 
Todd, one 
of the 
kindest, 
sweetest 
people. 
Please 

seek help 
when you 
feel the 
darkness. 
I am here 
and I 
care.
-Julie 
Nussbaum 



A great person, professor, and 
experimental filmmaker. A huge 

part of the Boston film scene and 
an important mentor to so many.

- Adam Roffman

I’ll never forget his lovely 
smile, his generous spirit, 

and his astonishingly 
beautiful films. He was an 
inspiration to so many.

- Angel Rueda



Rob Todd was an 
inspiring person, a 

friend and someone who 
just made you happy when 

you saw him. 
M. McWilliams





You were one of the greatest teachers 
I ever had and the experimental films 
I made in your class back in the day 
helped me get through one of the darkest 
periods of my life. I'll forever be 
indebted to you. You will always be 
loved and missed.
- Charles Pieper

You were an amazing professor 
and helped us all reach 
our true potential. More 

importantly you were a kind 
and generous man to us all.

- Rose Reses



That day we laughed, it was hot, 
Tessa sent us off with snacks, 
Rob wore colorful striped socks 
and drew my attention to all the 
funny and fascinating things I was 

overlooking. 
- Mary Clark





You held my hand through the 
harrowed production and post of 
my BFA. You were such a source of 

light, wisdom, and smiles.
- Keto Shimizu



His films were examples of what happens 
when the camera becomes a part of your 
body. My interactions with him were 
always uncertain and awkward and I 

enjoyed that about him.
- Jennifer Proctor



a sensuous, lyrical filmmaker 
and tireless, world-changing 
educator is gone and we’re 

worse for it.
- Jesse Malmed

Robert Todd was one of the 
kindest, thoughtful and poetic 

souls I’ve crossed.
- “Mex Parismental”

He was a good man, always 
cheerful and bright and 
committed to helping our 

collection of photographers 
and film artists.

- Theophilus Phoskia 



He has a gentle bearing & passion 
to film that isn’t rational. 
We sit on the floor, lean our 
heads to not get in the way 
of the projector, and watch a 

masterpiece. 
- Otis Wheeler



I always wanted 
you to think I 

was cool.
- Eric Gosselin



Easily one of the greatest 
American lyrical filmmakers of 

his generation.
- Dan Browne



He was enormously generous with his time and energy 
and pushed us hard to expand and grow as artists. 
I would not be the filmmaker, nor the teacher I am 

today without Rob...
- Eileen Roscina



My heart aches every 
time I see this man 
and know he's not 
teaching students 
right now.
- Matt Planer



A keen observer and listener of film 
and of life, Rob was generous with 
his time, his wealth of knowledge 

and what seemed to be an endless--and 
infectious--enthusiasm and curiosity. 
The life force of so many organizations 
and institutions in the area throughout 

the years, Rob was an enormously 
prolific, multi-talented artist who was 
experimental at heart but worked in all 
genres and kinds of film as well as 

music and visual art.
- Harvard Film Archive 





Robert Todd was... a pillar of the artist 
community in Boston, whose work, leadership, 
and courage as a filmmaker and teacher 
continue to serve as a model of the critical 
role that artists have in our world – the 
spirit of which we must support and affirm 
for one another.
- LEF Foundation



Robert was a thoughtful, talented artist 
and a generous teacher. Although based 
in Boston, he was a frequent visitor to 

Canada and his loss is felt throughout the 
experimental film community.

- CFMDC



Muy tristes por el fallecimiento 
de #RobertTodd, una persona 
y cineasta excepcional que 
admiramos profundamente . 
- (S8) Cinema



Hai uns días fóisenos Robert Todd, profesor 
e cineasta. Os seus filmes, marabillosos, 

trouxérono a Curtocircuíto no 2016. 
Temos que dicir que foi -e será- un dos 
convidados máis especiais que pasaron por 
aquí: educado, agarimoso, respectuoso e 

tremendamente xeneroso. Desde entón, mantiña 
unha estreita relación co festival e, nestes 
días, non damos crédito ao seu pasamento.

Grazas, Robert, por seres así. E grazas pola 
beleza que deixas no mundo.
- Curto Circuito Festival



He inspired me 
enormously on a 

personal level, and 
his special spirit 
quietly infuses all 
that I now do. He 
was a filmmaker of 
exceptional truth, 
commitment and 

integrity, with a 
truly unique gift 
of seeing, and one 
of the kindest 

and most generous 
people I have 

known. 
- Richard Ashrowan



Rob was like the North Star to the 
Emerson students who sought an 

alternative way of expressing themselves, 
and through his kindness, generosity and 
encouragement, he helped guide them to 

find their own true north.
- Eric Kench



He was such a kind, gentle, calm, 
and generous person, qualities 
that shine through in the quiet 
poetry of his films. But he was 
also funny, and that whimsy and 
wit are also a fundamental part 

of his work. 
- Danette St. Onge



I will miss your genuine compulsion to 
make art as you lived your life, your 
commitment to and belief in community, 
your generosity of spirit and time, your 
ability to cut right through bullshit 
with honesty and humor, your contagious 
"let's go for it" attitude, and most of 
all your gentle and uplifting presence 
as an artist, teacher, mentor, and 

friend. 
- Genevieve Carmel



He always seemed to be an earshot 
away from me as I was trying to 

figure it all out. Often times his 
answers seemed more like questions. 
How many young lives he inspired and 
changed... The idea of filmmaking 
felt so big and impossible before I 

met him. 
- Lance Drake



Whenever Robert Todd 
worked at his art 
so visibly and so 
visibly focused in 
our community, my 
heart always melted 
with pride and 
admiration.
- Sarah Bob 



Rob Todd was a rare, genuine soul 
who was a gifted artist, mentor, and 
friend. He simultaneously taught me a 
craft’s discipline and how to think 
outside of the box. He was an anchor 

yet, flew unbounded. 
- Trevor Bailey




